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EGIA Foundation Supports California Jobs First Catalyst Grant to Expand Green Jobs Access for
Justice-Impacted Communities and Opportunity Youth in Southern LA County

Green HVAC education and 510,000 scholarship contribution support pre-apprenticeship
training through GreenWorks LA Sustainable Jobs Consortium expanding access to clean energy
careers for disadvantaged communities in Southern Los Angeles and driving broader positive
environmental impact

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SACRAMENTO, Ca., August 27, 2025 — The EGIA Foundation has announced its support for the California
Jobs First Catalyst Grant initiative, as part of the GreenWorks LA Sustainable Jobs Consortium. Through
the provision of industry-recognized curriculum and a $10,000 scholarship fund, the EGIA Foundation is
helping to reinvigorate green jobs training in HVAC for opportunity youth, formerly incarcerated
individuals, and justice-impacted people in Southern Los Angeles County.

The GreenWorks LA Sustainable Jobs Consortium aims to create comprehensive pre-apprenticeship
programs through partnership with the EGIA Foundation and Cerritos College Advanced Transportation
and Logistics Center, in sustainable fields such as EV charger and heat pump installation and
maintenance, to support green career pathways that are increasingly in demand. The Consortium will
serve seven historically disadvantaged communities in Southern Los Angeles County: North Long Beach,
East Compton, Paramount, Lynnwood, Bellflower, Norwalk, and Hawaiian Gardens.

“Through this program, we’re delivering more than just education, we’re creating pathways to careers
that strengthen local communities while supporting California’s clean energy goals,” said Eric Hatton,
Vice President of Utilities & Government Services at EGIA. “The EGIA Foundation is proud to provide
support to ensure these training opportunities are accessible to those who have historically been left
out of these high-growth sectors.”

As part of the initiative, the EGIA Foundation is contributing industry-aligned curriculum developed by
Contractor University focused on green HVAC technologies and sustainable practices. This tailored
training will be integrated into the Consortium’s broader workforce development program and is
designed to equip participants with the practical skills and knowledge needed to succeed in providing
heat pump installation and maintenance.

By combining technical training with environmental sustainability and equity-focused outreach, the
GreenWorks LA initiative has the potential to create lasting positive change, for both individual
participants but also the communities they call home.
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About the EGIA Foundation

The EGIA Foundation is dedicated to expanding the benefits of energy efficiency and renewable energy
through innovative, educational programs that empower contractors and enhance workforce
development. The Foundation's collaboration with educational institutions and industry leaders aims to
promote the advancement of energy-efficient and renewable technologies. You can learn more about
the EGIA Foundation at its website, EGIAFoundation.org, or its student-targeted web portal,
AlwaysinDemand.com.

About the Electric & Gas Industries Association (EGIA)

EGIA is a nonprofit organization that empowers home services contractors to get the most out of their
businesses through industry-leading training, financing and marketplace solutions. Its Contractor
University offers access to the industry’s most recognized educators, who deliver innovative keys to
success through online training systems, in-person workshops, conferences and webinars. EGIA is also a
recognized leader in delivering sponsored demand management and resource efficiency services on
behalf of electric, gas and water utilities and municipalities. These services include financing; rebate
program administration and rebate processing; contractor network management, training and
certification; and sales channel development and support. OPTIMUS Financing, which has facilitated
financing for 450,000+ residential and business projects valued at over $8 billion, provides contractors
with a best-in-class suite of financing options. Contractor Marketplace brings together some of the most
in-demand vendors and products in the industry at exclusive pricing. Learn more at www.EGIA.org.
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