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EGIA and Pearl Certification Partner
for Expert Contractor Education

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SACRAMENTO, Ca. & CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (January 23, 2023) — The Electric and Gas
Industries Association (EGIA), a leader in training, education and financing for home services
contractors and rebate program management for utilities, is proud to announce a new ongoing
partnership with Pearl Certification, the industry’s foremost third-party certification program
for high-performing homes and qualifier of contractors, builders, real estate professionals and
raters to the elite Pearl Network.

The cornerstones of the EGIA-Pearl partnership represent the biggest areas of shared expertise
for the groups: rebate program design, development processing, customer service and overall
management; and development and delivery of training content for the contracting industry.

“Pearl Certification is among the most established, respected brands when it comes to energy
efficiency and helping push the industry toward a better, greener future,” said Bruce Matulich,
CEO and Executive Director of EGIA. “Their experience in this space is a perfect complement to
EGIA’s mission to help contractors sustainably grow and improve their businesses, while
bringing more energy-efficient equipment into homes nationwide.”

EGIA’s Contractor University division is one of the most acclaimed and fastest-growing
educational groups for home services contractors, delivering powerful training systems on
every topic crucial to running a successful contracting business — and doing so via in-person
and virtual workshops, comprehensive online on-demand classes and training resources, a live
conference, and more.

With this partnership, Pearl will collaborate on the creation of a variety of new content and
topics in line with their own specialization areas, including the Inflation Reduction Act, building
sciences, home certification and quality assurance programs, and more. These will be available
in the Contractor University member dashboard, the Pearl Network LMS, or both. Plus,
Contractor University and Pearl will offer each other’s members reciprocal discounted pricing,
ensuring contractors across the nation have access to this powerful, industry-shifting content.
And it’s not only contractors, but utilities and their customers that will benefit from the EGIA-
Pearl partnership.
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“With over 3,000,000 utility and water rebate applications processed, and countless successful
programs designed and deployed and successfully completed, EGIA is an undisputed leader in
utility rebate program management,” said Robin LeBaron, President of Pearl Certification.
“Pairing that experience with Pearl’s best-in-class reach when it comes to contractors,
businesses and homes pursuing greater energy efficiency creates an incredible synergy.
Working together we can inspire profound change in how utilities reward and advance energy
efficiency.”

Pearl and EGIA will also help spread energy efficiency nationwide through their combined
pursuit of work with utilities and other rebate programs. EGIA’s myriad program management
services include: program design, program development, rebate processing, customer service
and call center management, database management, program performance reporting, targeted
marketing, fraud detection/prevention, and system security. When combined with Pearl’s
renowned certification programs, as well as its trusted work with homeowners, contractors,
builders, real estate professionals and the public sector at large, the two groups are ideally
positioned to create utility programs that have lasting change in terms of the proliferation of
green and efficient technologies, and benefiting all of the above groups, as well as utilities and
their customers.

The EGIA and Pearl Certification partnership officially launched at the beginning of 2023 and
will ramp up over the next several months as research is undertaken, content is created and
rebate programs are planned and proposed. To learn more about these organizations and their
shared missions, or for contractors who would like to sign up and start using both groups’
services to grow their businesses, visit egia.org or pearlcertification.com to learn more.

About the Electric & Gas Industries Association (EGIA)

EGIA is a nonprofit organization that empowers home services contractors to get the most out
of their businesses through industry-leading training, financing and marketplace solutions. Its
Contractor University offers access to the industry’s most recognized educators, who deliver
innovative keys to success through online training systems, in-person workshops, conferences
and webinars. EGIA is also a recognized leader in delivering sponsored demand management
and resource efficiency services on behalf of electric, gas and water utilities and municipalities.
These services include financing; rebate program administration and rebate processing;
contractor network management, training and certification; and sales channel development
and support. OPTIMUS Financing, which has facilitated financing for 450,000+ residential and
business projects valued at over $8 billion, provides contractors with a best-in-class suite of
financing options. Contractor Marketplace brings together some of the most in-demand
vendors and products in the industry at exclusive pricing. www.egia.org

About Pearl Certification

Pearl Certification is a national firm that qualifies an elite network of professionals and certifies
high-performing homes: homes with heating and cooling, solar, smart home devices, resilient
features and much more. Pearl’s certification reports drive demand for these features by
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making them visible at time of sale. They enable home sellers to capture the value of their
investments and buyers to find the homes they want. pearlcertification.com/
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